Application No. 10/677,210 
Amendment dated August 17, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of March 17, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims; 

This list of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application. 



Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An apparatus for treating municipal sewage 
system wastewater comprising! 

means for introducing at least one alkane into the municipal sewage 
system wastewate r; and 

means for introducing an oxygen-containing gas into the municipal 
sewage system wastewater . 

Claim 2 (canceled) 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The apparatus of Claim [[2]] I, wherein the 
oxygen is introduced in th e form -ef oxygen-containing gas comprises air. 

Claim 4 (original): The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the at least one alkane 
comprises butane. 

Claim 5 (original): The apparatus of Claim 4, wherein the butane stimulates 
the growth of butane-utilizing bacteria. 

Claim 6 (original): The apparatus of Claim 5, wherein the butane-utilizing 
bacteria comprise aerobic bacteria. 

Claim 7 (original): The apparatus of Claim 5, wherein the butane-utilizing 
bacteria comprise anaerobic bacteria. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the 
municipal sewage system wastewater comprises sludge. 

Claims 9-12 (canceled) 

Claim 13 (currendy amended): An apparatus for treating municipal sewage 
system wastewater comprising: 

a municipal sewage system wastewater containment yessel; [[and]] 
a source of butane and/or propane; 

a source of an oxygen-containing gas; 
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at least one alkan e butane and/or propane injector in flow 
communication with the source of butane and/or propane and the municipal sewage system 
wastewater containment vessel ; and 

at least one oxygen-containing gas iniector in flow communication with 
the municipal sewage system wastewater containment yessel . 
Claim 14 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The apparatus of Claim [[14]] 13, wherein the 
oxygen-containing gas inj e ctor injects air into the wastewater containment vessel comprises 
air . 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The apparatus of Claim 13, wherein the alkan e 
butane and/or propane injector injects butane into the municipal sewage system wastewater 
containment vessel. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The apparatus of Claim 13, wherein the 
municipal sewage system wastewater comprises sludge. 

Claims 18-21 (canceled) 

Claim 22 (new): The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the at least one alkane 

comprises propane. 

Claim 23 (new): The apparatus of Claim 13, wherein the butane and/or 
propane injector injects propane into the municipal sewage system wastewater containment 
vessel. 
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